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274 WRITING + CHOOSING A NARRATOR

Choosing a narrator

Before you start wriling, you will need fo choose a narratar.
Imagine how the story of Liftle Red Riding Hood would
change if it was narrated by different characters.

Different narralors
give different peints
of view.

SEE ALSD
Who's folling the siory? 1
Mongiive fechniques. 3

Poor grandma logks so
different todoy—she must

be reglly il 11hink this girl

is in danger.

The protagonist

The protagonist norrates in the first person lusing
“I" end “we’] and is the main character. The whale
story revolves around them. The protaganist is
often trustworthy—and can be easier 1o relate 1o
because their thoughts and leelings are shared,

@ A4

You can immediately You can write from only

connect with the reader.  one perspective; your
story is limited to what
they see lor hear),

Another character

This is another character who narrates in the first
person and helps tell the story in which the actisn
revolves around the protagonist. This narrator may
be a major chorocter who is also directly involved
in the action or o miner character.

@ A

The reader can see Another character
the protagonist from will not know cerlcin
a different viewpoint; things, such as what
this may give a more your protagonist is
balanced picture. feeling or thinking

See itin The Last Wild by Piers Torday. See it in The Greot Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald.
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The unreliable narrator
Usually told in the first person but
oceasionally in the third, an unreliable
narrater cannot be trusted. They may
be misinformed, biased, troubled, or
simply lying. The unrelioble narrator
misleads the reader by omitting
certain vital things about the story
and the choracters.
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See it in Liar & Spy by Rebecca Stead. ‘
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This narralor may be
hord to like and can
make the reader feel
misled or deceived.

The unrelicble narrator
can be an engaging,
fun character.

Little Red Riding Hood
clearly believed the wolf
was her grandme,

The observer

The observer narrates in the third persen, and fairy
toles are often told by an omniscient {all-knowing)
narrator. The observer witnesses what is happening
and sticks to felling the story. They are meant to stay
objective without giving their own opiniens.

- 9

You can write from a The narration is more

wider perspective. detached, so it may be
more difficult to relate
to your characters.

Seeilin Charlofte’s Web by E. B. White.

I wonder why
Grandma's leeth
laok 56 big loday.

1 don't frust that wolf!

Multiple narrators

Several narrators relale different scenes in a story
or different versions of events in the first person.
The narrafion switches between these different
characters in order to fell the story from their

unigque points of view.
Your story will become

You can show a wider
view of the world and the  confusing unless you
relationships between make it clear when
your various characters.  you're Switching fo

a different naorrator.

See itin Wonderby R. J. Palacio.
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Types of non-fiction

Mon-fiction texts are aboul real life. They tell you facts
and details about a fopic or a person. Mon-ficion
includes books, articles, lefters, websites and adverts.

felts @ true
story using facs

TRY T 0UT

Pick out 0 few books from the non-fiction
seclion of your local lisrary. Can you spot
it they are namative non-fiction or
reference books?

Key types of non-fiction

Morrative non-fiction, reference fexts and advertising
are key fypes of non-fiction. Norrative non-fiction gives.
infermation thiough o story. Referenoe bexds are
organized in topics 50 you con dip into the part that
inferests you. Advertising materials tell you positive
things about the products they wand you fo buy.

Norrative non-fiction Here, the wiiter uses diologue
to tell the exciting story of a young skateboarder who
made it to the Olympic Games in 2021.

Teenage skateboarder Sky Brown was
desperate 1o represent Great Britain at
the Olympies: “My parents l:r.\o'ugh: it
would be too much pressure, she said.
“But [ begged and begged.”

Reference taxts This reference fext wxplores topics
about skaleboarding, such os when, where and how
the sport developed.

Skateboarding was invented in the 19505,
and athletes first made a living from it in
the 1980s. But it was not ungil 2016 that
skateboarding became an Olympic sport,

Adverfising An advert tries 1o persuada the reader fo
take up skateboarding and buy products by soying
that the: spedt is cheop, sosy and fun.

SKATEBOARDS
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